kinship, support, and community,” says Morrison. “It also makes
for a vibrant atmosphere when the women talk about their
academic work, different cultures, and their families.”
On campus since 1870, women first won the right to take a few
arts courses at Queen’s College. In 1880, four female students
were accepted into the BA program. Around 1920, with about 250
women now enrolled, some alumnae (notably Charlotte Whitton,
BA 1917, LLD’41), and faculty wives petitioned the Trustees for permission to raise money for a women’s residence. Ban Righ Hall welcomed its first occupants in 1925. Adelaide, Chown, and Victoria
Halls followed, all four managed by the Ban Righ Board (BRB).
In the early 1970s, with the first co-ed residence on the horizon,
the University merged the administration of male and female
residences. What should be done with the BRB’s money? When
Helen Anderson, Arts’46, envisioned the Ban Righ Centre as a
place of support for women returning to school, then-University
Secretary Margaret Hooey, LLD’02, and former-Registrar Jean
Royce, BA’30, LLD’68, managed the transactions with meticulous
care. They were just a few of the women at Queen’s who would
strive to make the Ban Righ Centre vision a reality.
Preserving the Gaelic name Ban Righ (“Hall of the Queen”), appropriating the one-time home of Vice-Principal W.E. McNeill
(1930-47) and his wife Caroline, who was the first Dean of Women
(1918-25), and appointing Helen Mathers as Director, were wise decisions that helped the BRC become an inclusive communal centre
where women gather for mutual support, strength, and inspiration.

Cutting the ribbon at the 1974 opening of
the BRC were: (l-r) Jean Royce, Kathleen
Morand, Helen Mathers, Frances Dexter,
Maureen Ewan, and Stephanie Deutsch.
BRC pioneer Helen Anderson, (left).

The BRC’s “graduates” over those first 40 years have been determined to change their own world through education, and now
they are generously helping others to change their worlds.
To purchase a copy of Soups for Every Season for $20, please
contact kk9@queensu.ca or call Karen at 613-533-2976.
For more information on the BRC’s 40th anniversary, please visit
http://banrighcentre.queensu.ca/

A HELPING HAND FROM THE BADERS

So Judith spoke with me about
When Judith Brown took a call
how women students at the Cenfrom Alfred Bader and Isabel
tre often face multiple challenges
Bader one Sunday afternoon last
because they’re returning to
September, she got a wonderful
school after a hiatus. The competsurprise. “Alfred said he wanted
ing demands of work, study, and
to establish two new awards for
family can put a strain on human
students,” explains Judith,
Artsci’76, MA’79. “One was for
and financial resources. In addiJudith Brown
the Math Department, in memtion, many of these students are
ory of Norman and Grace Miller, who
new to Canada. “A bursary for these
showed great kindness to Alfred (Sc’45,
students just felt right,” Judith concluded.
Arts’46, Msc’47, LLD’86) when he was a
“It’s fitting, too, because Jean Royce
student at Queen’s”.
played an important role in Alfred Bader’s
Bader went on to say that he wished to
life when he came to Queen’s, and she
name the second award for Judith, and that
played a key role in helping to bring the BRC
he wanted it to help women. “I was grateidea to fruition,” says Judith.
ful and excited,” says Judith, who is AssociJean Royce even helped to find the perate Vice-Principal (Advancement), and Exfect campus space for the Centre – “the litecutive Director of Alumni Relations. “It was
tle brick house on Bader Lane” that had
an opportunity to help students in a more
been the home of Vice-Principal W.E. Mcsubstantial way than I ever could myself.”
Neill, also part of Bader’s student life.
First, she says, she thought about “Alfred
Brown is familiar with his story and
and Isabel’s enduring commitment to helpknows about the barriers he faced when he
ing students overcome adversity. Then I
arrived at a Canadian prisoner-of-war camp
thought about the BRC.”
in 1940 as a 16-year-old war refugee from

Austria. Given an opportunity, through hard
work and the kindness of strangers he was
able to achieve great success in his life,
academically as well as in his career as a
chemist. Both he and his wife Isabel, LLD’07,
know that international students aren’t eligible for the same government funding
that’s available to domestic students.
International mature women students
also are sometimes more vulnerable because of cultural and language issues, and
having a family or being older than classmates can increase the stresses. Together
the Baders and Judith Brown have found a
way to make the pursuit of education a
little easier for these women. Each year,
Judith Brown Bursaries will be available for
students in financial need.
Here at the BRC, we offer warmest
thanks to the Baders for their generosity,
and to Judith Brown for her sensitivity to
students in need and for the dedicated
service that has inspired the gift in her
name.
– CAROLE MORRISON, BAN RIGH DIRECTOR
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